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COVID-19 Impact on our streets.
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Over the 2018-2020 period, the 
share of Portland’s population 
that is racially or ethnically 
diverse increased the most 
among its peers (a 32% 
increase from 2010 to 2020). 

Rentership increased from 
46.6 percent in 2013 to 
46.9 percent in 2018, 
indicating that Portland is 
heading toward an equal 
split between renter and 
homeowner households. 
State of Housing 2020, 
City of Portland.

https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/policy/2022-01-28/poll--homelessness-crime-and-politicians-amongst-the-bi.html
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https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/policy/2022-01-28/poll--homelessness-crime-and-politicians-amongst-the-bi.html
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Suburbs are seeing rising demand 
while the Central City continues to 
struggle to fill units. 

We cannot answer the question of 
whether Portland’s Central City is 
losing renters to the suburbsand 
neighboring cities, however, recent 
CoStar data shows that there
is an increasing preference for 
neighboring suburbs. 
Portland State of Housing 2020.

Fresh data from the U.S. 
government shows something 
that surprised me: Physical 
stores beat online shopping in 
2021. No joke.
New York Times, OnTech, Shira 
Ovide, February 23, 2022

Groceries +41%

Retail/Online *+24%


*excludes groceries


Restaurants & Hotels -40%

Recreation & Entertainment  -48%

source

https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/policy/2022-01-28/poll--homelessness-crime-and-politicians-amongst-the-bi.html
https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/policy/2022-01-28/poll--homelessness-crime-and-politicians-amongst-the-bi.html
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People Renters

Essentials Low Income Households of 
Color

It also requires overcoming 
stereotypes of renters such 
as “renters don’t get involved 
in their community...Renting 
is for poor people.” (link)

https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/state-nations-housing-2021
https://seattlebubble.com/blog/2007/05/17/tired-stereotypes-about-renters/
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Homeless

Criminals

Politicians

Low Income Renters

Police Officers


https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/policy/2022-01-28/poll--homelessness-crime-and-politicians-amongst-the-bi.html
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Seniors are the fastest-
growing homeless 
population by age 
group.

https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/policy/2022-01-28/poll--homelessness-crime-and-politicians-amongst-the-bi.html
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/project-aims-to-build-cottage-clusters-for-senior-citizens/283-a4d8ca9d-db82-4b8c-9f9a-659b0f670913
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/project-aims-to-build-cottage-clusters-for-senior-citizens/283-a4d8ca9d-db82-4b8c-9f9a-659b0f670913
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/project-aims-to-build-cottage-clusters-for-senior-citizens/283-a4d8ca9d-db82-4b8c-9f9a-659b0f670913
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/project-aims-to-build-cottage-clusters-for-senior-citizens/283-a4d8ca9d-db82-4b8c-9f9a-659b0f670913
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/project-aims-to-build-cottage-clusters-for-senior-citizens/283-a4d8ca9d-db82-4b8c-9f9a-659b0f670913
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People Unhoused and 
The Not Well
"Lawmakers Again Try Diverting Money 
From Substance Abuse Treatment to 
Policing Illegal Cannabis Grows.” Link 
to February 21, 2022. (third try)

The state’s addiction crisis has 
worsened since the pandemic hit, 
according to a federal survey.  Link

Between factors like rent, pandemic-
related stress and the fact that a highly 
sophisticated form of meth has been 
hitting the streets — the city and 
surrounding areas have their work cut 
out for them as officials try and mitigate 
the drug surge. (november 1, 2021 
Link)

About 12% of Oregonians aged 12 and 
older said they had an alcohol problem. 
That compares with nearly 7% in 2019.


Combined, they gave Oregon the second 
worst overall addiction rate nationwide, 
with nearly one in five teens and adults 
reporting a problem with drugs or 
alcohol. 

 Link


UnhousedPeople 
A lot of residential and commercial 
construction is near completion, but the 
pipeline for new projects is weak..

And construction of new apartments in 
the pipeline appear to be in a free-fall, 
down 37%.

The region is entering a period of 
underproduction, which—assuming 
Portland hasn’t lost all its appeal—will 
continue to put upward pressure on 
prices and rents.

The state also had the third 
highest rate of chronically 
homeless people in the U.S. 

Source

• On March 27th, 2018 
Governor Brown issued 
an Executive Order 
declaring untreated 
“addiction a public health 
crisis in Oregon.” 

• At that time, Oregon Recovers 
reported that Oregon ranked 
last in the country in access to 
addiction treatment. In a 2020 
National Survey Oregon 
ranked No. 1 for meth use, No. 
1 for prescription drug misuse, 
No. 2 for marijuana use, No. 7 
for cocaine use, and No. 11 for 
heroin use. 

COVID-19 Impact
Homelessness

https://share.smartnews.com/tQKeo
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2022/02/07/oregon-has-worst-drug-addiction-problem-in-the-nation-report-shows/
https://www.koin.com/local/multnomah-county/whats-driving-the-local-meth-surge-in-and-around-portland/
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2022/02/07/oregon-has-worst-drug-addiction-problem-in-the-nation-report-shows/
https://oregoncf.org/Templates/media/files/reports/OregonHomelessness.pdf


Discrimination is the unfair or 
prejudicial treatment of people 
and groups based on 
characteristics such as race, 
gender, age or sexual orientation 
and/or housing status.
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The concept of the poorhouse originated in 
England during the 17th century. 

Municipalities were expected to care for 
their poor, and made a distinction between 
people who were old and unable to care 
for themselves and the able-bodied. 
People who were able to work were 
expected to do so—and could be 
imprisoned if they refused.

• Voters 
overwhelmingly 
support requiring 
people currently 
living outside to sleep 
in shelters or 
designated camping 
areas.

source

People 

https://portlandalliance.com/advocacy/policy/2022-01-28/poll--homelessness-crime-and-politicians-amongst-the-bi.html


Are our biz leaders influencing the 
public to link homeless people to 
crime?


If so, based on what data and 
analysis?
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The 26-year-old was shot by a man who pulled an AR-style rifle out 
of his vehicle and fired a single round after an argument escalated 
around 2:15 a.m. outside the Oregon Leather Co., 110 N.W. 2nd 
Ave., the owner of a nearby bar told The Oregonian/OregonLive on 
Friday.

A clerk, who asked not to be identified due to fears of retaliation, 
said he had seen the man (the shooter) and his truck around 10 
p.m. Thursday. “I would never have thought he was that kind of 
person,” the clerk said. “People come out of the clubs — they want 
to buy drugs. He stands right down on the corner and sells this 
stuff.”

The owner of the Dixie Tavern, and a Board member of the 
Community Association, previously described Jenkins as someone 
who had been living on the streets for weeks and may have been 
experiencing a mental health crisis at the time of his death.

Drug dealer a suspect in fatal Old Town shooting, bystander 
says, as Portland police ID victim  as Jaquan Jamaul Jenkins. 

February 2022

Source

This is in a neighborhood where the 
primary sector is education and 
healthcare. 

Their clients are homeless folks 
which includes persons in need of 
drug recovery services. It is also an 
entertainment area.


This is not to say that homeless 
persons never commmit crimes, but 
to discourage associating crime with 
homelessness is necessary along 
with  community education on 
“Emotional First Aid” to respond to 
citizens in crisis. 

COVID-19 Impact
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https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2022/01/drug-dealer-suspected-in-fatal-old-town-shooting-bystander-says-as-portland-police-id-victim.html


Barrett, 2017

Source: BPS from QCEW data.  Average annual growth rates (AAGR) are calculated between peak years at the beginning and end of the last business cycle (2008-2019)  
    to indicate long-term trends.
 'e' = Excluded to meet data confidenPality requirements.
* Old Town data is shown for 2018, in place of unavailable data in 2019.
District data is excluded for the Agriculture (NAICS 11), Mining (NAICS 21), UPliPes (NAICS 22), and Unclassified (NAICS 99) industries, to meet confidenPality 
    requirements.  Total district employment numbers include the excluded industries.

Source for 2019 Job counts
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Pdxdowntowner is a project of 
earthsayers.tv, Voices of Sustainability

Worldwide Voices of Sustainability 
Ruth Ann founded the EarthSayers Network in 2007 as a 
search engine (earthsayers.org) to YouTube and as an 
archive (earthsayers.tv) driving searchers to curated, 
relevant video content of over 3,000 voices in multiple 
formats ranging from interviews to performances to 
lectures and teachings.


Portland Lived Experience 
PDXdowntowner is her online and local identity

as a producer/writer advocating for fresh voices and 
faces in the affairs of the City at the neighborhood level.  
She has lived in three central districts - Downtown, Old 
Town, and the Pearl. Her six years  of volunteer work in 
Old Town from 2013 to 2019 is best reflected in three 
sites: pdxcaringcommunity.com, pdxdowntowner.com 
and 101dogspdx.com. Her work continues today around 
representation, engagement, and education of 
Portlanders using the pdxdowntowner social network.

  
Government and Technology 
Ruth Ann began her career at GM in NYC and shortly 
thereafter joined the National Association for Community 
Development in Washington, D.C. She served as a 
research associate with the Institute for Local Self 
Government, the research arm of the League of 
California Cities and the Director of Research with the 
Association of Junior Leagues in New York City.  Her 
experience as a marketing executive in high tech with 
industry leaders HP, ComputerLand, Sun, and Informix 
Software was followed up by working on the agency 
side serving start-ups such as WebEx and Commerce 
One as Red Direct, the direct marketing agency she 
founded in San Francisco.


She holds a B.A. degree in psychology and a M.A. 
degree in Information Services. 
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http://PDXdowntowner.com
http://earthsayers.tv
http://www.earthsayers.com/search.php
http://earthsayers.tv
https://www.pdxcaringcommunity.com/
http://pdxdowntowner.com/
https://www.101dogspdx.com/
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There are three reports in this series on COVID-19 Impact.
All three available here:

https://ruthannbarrett.wixsite.com/pdxdowntowner/covid19

